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EHEARSAL. 


1, A Propofal for a Society for Reformation of Principles. 
a Obedience to Government a Moral Duty. The Danger of the Siz of Rebelli- 


on to our Souls. 


. The Difmal Effects of it, as to this World, 

3 Mane Guilty ae who ‘had no Hand in it at the Firft. 
: Several ways by which we become Guilty of other Mens Sizs. 
é. An Addre/s.to the Societies for Reformation, &c. upon this Head. 





SATURDAY, November 23. 1706. 








of a Project, fince we 

laft parted, Adafter, 
and upon what we have Difcours‘d. I like 
the Afethod you have taken, of firft fetling 
Principles, and then Removing Prejudices ; for 
Prejudices are mot to be Remov’d but by 
Principles. And Prejudices being only a falfe 
View of things, Principles turns the other 
End of the Glafs, and fhews the true De- 
wenfions. Which Kale is Prov’d by Comparing 
Both with the Original, and with Each Other. 
Then we Plainly fee which Preponderats. And 
this Juftifies the /:/Pieutsons of God, and fhews 
them to be better Adapted to the Good of 
Mankind, than thofe Schemes of Government 
which they vainly Fancy to themfelves. It 
fhews the Folly of Ged to be Wifer than 
Men. 

Towards this, Difcourfes are Good, and 
yours have done me a Great deal of Good, 
to fhew the. Original Inflitution of Govern- 
ment, and the Dedstiion of it through all 
Ages to this Day. But, Adafer, | would 
have fome Work done, as well as ail Words. 
I wou’d have more than your felt put their 
Hand to the Ploagh. We have here feveral 


(1) rete | Have been thinking 





Societies for the Reformation of Manners, | 
wou’d have one for the Reformation of Prin-| 
ciples. It is that, and that only will Reform) 
Manners. Without this, the Punifhing of 
Im-Moralitics will only make Men Siz more 
Cautioufly. But will never Reforms their 
Minds. 

Rehearfal. Your Reafon is Good, Country. 
man, and your Project is Good, | like it very 
well. He that wou’d Reform AdZanners, with- 
out firft Reforming Principles, begins at the 





wrong £nd. And will make but Heavy 
Work on’t. 


meer Matters ot Speculation, and that only 
for States-den. What have you or I to do 


with Government ? is now the word. Let 
Us Live good Lives, and get to /eaven, 
that is all our Bufinefs. Let us fear God, 
and keep his Commandments, for this is the 
Whole Duty of Alan. Now Country. Alan 
fee what you have to fay to this. Shew 
how you have Jmprov’d under all the Pains 
I have taken witk you. 

Country-m. | have Learn’d this from you, 
Mafier, that we mult keep Al the Com. 
mands of God, elfe it is not the Whole Duty 
of Man. That the firft Sin ia the Creation, 
and from which all che other Sims in the 
World have come, was that of Kebellion; 
Not againft God Immediately, (for you have 
fhew’d before Num. 54. §. 4 that this was 
not the Sin of Lucifer) but againft thofe 
Superiors whom God had Plac’d over us. 
Which in Confequence is a Rebellion agatinft 
Ged himfelf, as being againft that Order 
which He had Appointed. And that the Sin 
of Rebellion is the fame at this Day. And 
lies under the fame Condemnation. As is Ex- 
prefsly Threatned, Rom, xiii. 2. That they 
who Refi? the Powers which God has Ordained 
upon Earth, fhall Receive to thenifelves 
Damnation. The Sin of Lucifer was Refifting 
the Powers which God had Ordained in 
Heaven, in that Hierarchy of Angels He had 
Appointed. And they who Jmitate his Sin, 
in Kefifting the Powers which God has Ordai- 
ned upon Earth, either in the Hierarchy of 
the Church, or in the Order of Temporal Go- 
vernment in the World, fhall go into the 
fame Fire prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, as their Sin, is the fame. The fame 
Sin, the fame Pumfhmentr. Hil was firlt 
Prepared for this Sin of Rebellion. And isit 
thena little Sin ? Sucha Peccadillo as not to 


be worth our JVorice, whether we be Guilty 


— 


| of it or not ?-Not worth any Body’s being 
(2.) But Country-Man, Matters of Govern- | lnftructed in the Natwre of it, that 
ment are not now thought to Concern Afo- | Avoid it? 
rals at all, or agood Life. They are made | 


they may 


(5.) Befides, ther is no Siz has fuch Evil 
Confequences as to this World. Ir brings Blood 


and 
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and Difolation, and the Ruin of Kingdoms. 
With the. Corruption of Morals and all Ke- 
ligiow. it Diffolves all the Tyes of Nature. 
Ie fets Father againft Son, and Son againtt 
Father, and Brother againft Brother, as 1s 
feen in all Civil-Wars. Ther is no Sin or 
Wiekednefs that is not Center'd in the Heart 
of Rebellion. it Diffolves, as far as in our 
Power, the whole Frame of Heaven and 
Earth, by breaking that Order, in which 
God has Difpos’d the World. Lucifer began 
that Breach in Heaven, and Men coniaue 
it here upon Earth. And theirs is a” Re- 
bellion again{t God, as well as his. As Adofes 
faid to Korah, what is Aaron that ye Mur- 
mur againft him? Your Rebedion is againtt 
the LORD. And is ther no Jm-Morality 
in this? No Sin? Do’s not this come withia 
the Compafs of the Reformation of Manners? 
Are the Privat Perfonal Sizs of any Equal 
to this? Such open Affroms to the AMayeliy 
of GOD, and his Government of the World? 
And of fuch Terrible Corfequence among 
Men? Men Endeavour to Hide their other 
Sins, but this out-Faces HEAVEN and 
EARTH, Fuftifies it felf, puts out Declara- 
tions and makes Profelites, nay Forces others 
to come in to it, and Deftroys thofe that 
will not, and makes fpecious Pretences, 
whereby many are Deluded. Therefore are 
Men chiefly to be Guarded againft this Six, 
teft they be taken in its Snares. 


(4+) Rebearf. 1 fee you have not Forgot 
what I have faid to you, and have taken 
the matter Righs. But | have yet a Salvo 
to tell you, wherein many Shelter themfelves, 
Jet me fee what you have to fay to that. 
They will own all you fay to be True. 
But then they lay all the Blame upon thofe 
whe began the Xebelion, and excufe them- 
felves for being Drawn or Driven into it, 
after it has Gain’d Swccefs, and Prevails. 
For what then fhou’d they do? Expofe 
themfelves to Ruin for nothiag, when they 
are not able to do any Good! This was 
the Cafe of many, when the Ufurpation 
Prevail'd againft K. Char. I, 

Country-m. And many then fwffer’d Se- 
queftrations, Decimations, Forfeitwres, Imprifon- 
ment, and Death it felf, rather than they 
woud Owz or Countenance that Ufurpation. 
The Children of J/rael were warned to get 
them up and leave the Tents of Korab, 
Dathan, and Abiram, left they fhou'd Perifh 
in their Sin of Schifm and Rebellion, as all 
did who ftay’¢ among them, and were 
Swallow'd up with them, with their Wives, 
Children, and al] that Appertained to them, 
to fhew Gea’s High Jrdignation again{t this 
Sine And if Women and Children were In- 
volu’d, who cam Excufe themfelves? I have 
Confider’d Pfal. L. 16, ¥7, 18. But unto 
the Wicked Ged faith, What haft thon to do 
to Deckere my Statutes, or that thou {houldeft 
take my Covenant in thy Afouth? Seeing thon 
bateft Inftruétion, and caftef} my Words behind 
thee. When thon fameft a Thief, then thon 
Confentedft with him and baff been Partaker 
with Adulterers, Or, as our Afargin Reads 
it, Thy Portion was with Adulterers. Here 
we fee Men who were neither Thieves nor \ 
Adulterers themfelves, yet have their Portion | 
with them, and come under’ the fame Con- | 


| 


Partaking of their Spoils, which was an Ap 
probation of their Wickednefs. And their 


venant in their Mouth, and Declaring Bis 
Statutes, was an Aggravation of their sin 
and Render’d them Se/f-Condemm’d. : 


(§-) Rebearf. Ther are other ways where. 
by we may become Guilty of other Mens 
Sins, not only by Confenting or Seeming tg 
Confent to their Sins; But by not Reproving 
them, as we have Occafion, for it is a ne. 
ceflary Fffeé of that Love which we Op, 
to our Brethren, to Warn them of any Day, 
ger we fee coming upon them. And not 
to do it, is in Effet to Hate them, to let 
them Perifh, when it is in our Power to 
Refcue them. Thus it is Written Lev. xiy: 
17. Thou fhale not Hate thy Brother in thine 
Heart, thon fhalt in any wife Rebuke tly 
Neighbour, and not fuffer Sin upon him. QO, 
as our Afargin Reads it, That thon bear ng 
Sin for him. So that we are Guilty of that Siz 
wedo not Reprove. And St. Paul faid, Ag. 
XX. 26, 27. Zam Pure from the Blood of al 
Men, for I have not fhunned to Declare unto you 
All the Counfel of God. Which Implys, That 
if he had not Declar’d the Whole Counfel of 
GOD, Allof it, if he had kept back any Part, 
he had been Guilty of their Blood. 


(6.) Therefor our Societies for Reformation 
of Manners, and our other Religsons Societies, 
oughe not to Shunn to Declare this Part of the 
Counfel of God, againft wilfal Rebellion. And 
out Homilies upon that. Head, or Sermons upon 
the fame Subje, ought fometimes to be 
Preach’d to them. As it is Direéted to be 
done, every sth of November, througtiout all 
England. And that Part of our Church Cate 
chifm concerning our Dxty towards our Neigh. 
bour ought Particularly to be Explain’d, in 
our Carecherical Schools,wherein we are Taught, 
Te Honour and Obey the King, &c. This being 
early Inftill’d into the Minds of ourYourh,wowd 
greatly help ta fave them from the Contagion 
of Rebehion, the moft Heinous of all Jn-M©o- 
ralities, 

I have done what fF can. 
no other Effet; yet, 


Liberavi Animams meam. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Parallel between the Faith and Dodtrine 

of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chief Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 
And alfo a Parallel between Quxakerifm and 
Popery. 

N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 


to a Friend. 
Emoirs of the Affairs of Sco/land, con- 
taining a full and Impartial Account 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun in 
1§67. Faithfully Publith’d from an Authentick 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHiforiographer for the 
Kingdom of Scotland. 
A Collection of papers concerning what 
hath been Tranfaéted in the Convocation. 





HE Elftablifhment of the Church, she 
Prefervation of the State. 
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demnation, by Confenting with them, and 


Excufing themfelves, and taking GOD’; G. 


And if it have 


Schifm, Toleration, cc. In a Letter’ 





